//om:gn ACWW T/te

38 Bre
#

Lssue 17 e 2014
&t W L.

A Morrisonian Steward o
T this Issuel A8 ROGEFBERKOEEE
: : 1: | - |‘I o =

AL Math Competition
SMEEFERBEHK

Creating a New Melo
| ﬁg‘ 18) #r 69 3% f?

News on Construction

RERZ RS




Com‘em‘:/ E] i‘xi
neBm@eﬁ%}

Issue17 & 4+t 48
Published quarterly for parents of the school.

Ju/yerénfeno(enf WK &
Tim McGill 73

Editor %%
Ellen Lin ‘01

p/wv‘@mp/é/ mE

Morrison System Services Collection

Translation %%
Sabrina Lee & Chia-Hou Lai

Printing P R)
Chia Huang Technology f!;int Lid
04-23129312

//arré.ran Acaden.
136-1 Shui Nan %
Taichung, Taiwan 40679
WWW.IMca.0rg. tw

thebridge@mca.org.tw

Morrison Academy & £% 3% & £
All Rights Reserved k& # P %

%]
Thank you to all who contributed
to make this newsletter possible

Confenﬁf E] ’?ri

3 A Morrisonian Steward

KB /RBERN EHEH

7 MAK Math Competition
EEERRERBERE

10 Creating a New Melody
B i — {8 3 9 e

/3 News on Construction

BB 2 5 F A



A Moreisonian Steward K B & 2B BB TR A

an you give a definition of “steward”?

What comes to mind when you think
of the word “stewards”? How are students
stewards? Originally titled as “Steward
of the Quality of Life,” the school found
that this vision for learners was difficult
for many to understand and even the
teachers had varying interpretations.
Recently the Board revised this vision to
“Wise and Responsible Steward.” This
has brought clarity and understanding for
many. Morrison’s teachers model, teach,
and provide opportunities for students to
grow into wise and responsible stewards.

It might be helpful to study the etymol-
ogy of the word “steward.” It came from
an Old English stiward, stigweard “house-
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keeper,” from stig “hall, pen for cattle,
part of a house” + weard “guard.” The definition of steward is:

steweard /’stjvad/ n. 1 a person who manages another’s cFroperW or
financial affairs; 2 a flight attendant; v. 1 to act as steward of; manage.

The word “stewards” is used throughout the Bible. It is often understood
that God created and owns everything; thus, humans are merely stewards
of what they have. A well-known parable uses a steward to illustrate how a
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business owner entrusts a steward with his property because the steward is
trustworthy and can care for the business as his own.

In addition to the resources on-hand, a steward is tasked with being gener-
ous while at the same time wisely using and distributing those resources

to others. The Bible encourages good stewards to serve others with the gift
they have received (1 Peter 4:10-11). It is not an easy task to be generous
and to serve others. Through various service projects, some students real-
ized how abundant their lives are and in return are willing to serve and give
generously. One student from a missions trip to the Philippines realizes,
“God’s blessed us with many gifts so that we can give blessings to others.”
Just as Morrison exists because of the sacrifice and generosity of others,
Morrison teachers and students alike

joyfully serve others in need.

For the Board of Trustees, the idea
of stewardship is very important.
Board member, Barry Owen shares,
“We consider ourselves stewards of
the school as a trust given to us from
God, to provide a quality educa-
tion for each student that attends.”
Specifically, the Board strives to be
wise stewards of the resources God
has given to build facilities and equip
the faculty and staff for their job of

teaching students. As a board, their
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hope is that students will leave Morrison academically, emotionally and
spiritually prepared to be effective in the future.

It is often easy to think of the tangible things that students can be stewards
of, such as time, talents, and treasures. However, students are also stewards
of their various abilities, creativity, intellect, reputation, learning, body,
and relationships. How do students learn stewardship? In a busy society,

it is important for students to be good stewards of time. Thus, in the high
school, students are given the responsibility to structure their own study
hall. They can choose to hang out, use the computer, or read. However,

at the end of the day, they will reap the consequences of the decisions they
made depending on what they chose to do during study hall.

As wise stewards, students not only learn to be responsible with their own
skills, but they learn to serve others. The school hopes to instill in students
the idea to look beyond satisfying their own needs, to reach out to care for
others. Starting in middle school, students are given the opportunity to
identify needs in the community and to serve others through the Chris-
tian Service Learning Program. The different classes have chosen various
organizations to help, ranging from senior nursing homes to blind bakeries
to special needs schools.

In the younger grade levels, students are encouraged to properly take care
of school property from school supplies to library books. In a particular
grade one class, the teacher has implemented an in-class currency. When
students are able to be responsible with school supplies and keep their
desks and cubbies clean, they are rewarded with currency, which can get
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them school supplies or even extra free time and food! If students misuse
school property, such as drawing on their table, they are required to clean
it up. How students handle their library books will affect whether they are
able to check out books in the future. Even simple tasks of keeping per-
sonal areas clean and caring for school property can help students learn to
be responsible stewards.

Students are not only challenged to be responsible, but also generous and
wise in sharing with others. It is not an easy exercise to be generous-- es-
pecially with restricted time, money, and possessions. However, the school
encourages and challenges both its staff and students to give out of a
grateful heart. For example, each campus brainstorms a need in the com-
munity and in the course of three to four weeks, sets a goal and raises fund
for the need. In this last school year, the Kaohsiung campus raised funds
to partner with a Taiwanese Non-profit in order to help build a school in
Nepal where there is a 70% illiteracy rate and a 46% unemployment rate.
The Taipei campus gave funds to both Taiwan Sunshine and the Ati Tribe
in Boracay, Philippines. Lastly, the Taichung campus rallied together their
finances and energy to partner with Taiwan Sunshine in giving gifts and
hosting a sports day for special needs students.

The school models, teaches, and provides opportunities for students to
grow into wise and responsible stewards as they experience a quality,
biblically-integrated education that challenges them academically, spiritu-
ally, mentally, and emotionally. The school hopes that as the graduates

of Morrison are wise and responsible stewards with what they have been
given, they will impact the world dynamically for Christ. m
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6very second counts. The moderator carefully
announces the word problem, enunciating
so participants don’t miss any crucial details. As
the question rolls out, each competitor begins
churning numbers inside their brains, scribbling
and calculating, pencils are flying on their scrap
papers. The race is on, someone buzzes, the red
bulb lights up, an answer is given, the judges
rule: the answer is correct, it’s a WIN and the
crowd goes wild!

This is not a scene from a popular TV game
show, but the head-to-head final challenge of the
MAK Math Competition held on April 24-25,
2014. As the new MAK High School forges
ahead, the extracurricular activities launched
into full swing. Jason Chou, a student from our
inaugural 10th grade class, founded the Math
Club. Jason is truly a math scholar himself, hav-
ing participated in the American Math Compe-
tition 10 and 12, and this year, he also qualified
for AIME, a prestigious math competition. He
founded the Math Club, with a vision to dig
deeper into the discipline with his peers, as well
as promote math as fun learning to the rest of
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the campus. He approached MAK’s High School math teacher as well as
High School team leader, Mrs. Jenny Griffin, to sponsor the Math Club,
and together they came up with the idea of hosting a Math Competition
for the whole school.

“We didn’t have any experience and could not anticipate problems that
might come up. We had to learn to be very flexible,” Jason says. They
wanted to include as many from the student population as possible, so ev-
eryone from grade 2 to 8 were invited to participate. The younger students
were simply given fun math problems without the pressure to compete.
“My second graders loved it. They worked well together for the group chal-
lenges, and had fun solving real life math problems,” Ms. Hatcher con-
firms the goal of getting students to enjoy math was met enthusiastically.

“Math is more than pencil and paper exercises. We want to help students
learn that spatial reasoning, logical puzzle solving are also part of the
broader discipline of math,” says Mrs. Griffin. Therefore, the problems
given to the students in every division included a variety of problems such
as tangrams and real life applications of math.

Middle School divisions also competed in both individual and group chal-
lenges. In addition, the top 8 scorers qualified to move up and participate
in the head-to-head competition. Without a doubt, this was the most ex-
citing portion of the competition. A buzzer system was built from scratch
by another math teacher, Mr. Tony Love, as was a scoring system that was
projected onto the large screen on stage. The finalists were given a seat
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on stage in the MPR, under the watchful eye of a panel of judges,
before an eager audience engaged to see who would beat their peers
and take the awards home.

“I could hear the cheers all the way back in my tech office!” ex-
claimed Mr. Mark Griffin, the technology coordinator. Yes, the
crowd may have gotten a little rowdy watching their peers compete
so intensely, and cheering the winners to victory. Jason Chou was
happy to report some of his teachers were playing along competing
with each other to see who could solve the problems faster.

Behind the success of the exciting Math Competition were endless,
laborious hours poured into creating every single math
problem. All of the problems were created by Jason Chou
and his fellow Math Club members, in order to fulfill this
vision to make math fun for everyone. Jason’s parents also
supported their project by donating funds to purchase
trophies and awards for the winners, giving them a sense
of ownership and pride. Overwhelmingly, the responses
from the school were positive. Students from the higher
grades to the elementary kids gave high praises and a big
thumbs up. As Jason continues to look towards growing
his Math Club for next year, he hopes the enthusiasm
sustains and students will be inspired to join the club and
build on the success of this year’s competition. |
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%nlike sports tournaments, music festivals have a very different pur-
pose. At a music festival, groups of selected musicians gather together
under one conductor to be inspired, encouraged, and motivated as they
prepare to perform at the end of their time together. The first of its kind,
the Honors Strings Music Festival held on January 16-19th, 2014, at Mor-
rison is the start of an exciting tradition.

Planning for the music festival
started in August 2013. An
invitation was extended to ICS
Hong Kong and Faith Academy
after it was decided to split the
ACSI Choir and String Festi-
val to be held in Hong Kong.
In November, Faith Academy
had to back out due to natural
disasters. An administrative
decision was made to invite

all the schools in the Asian
Christian Schools Conference
(ACSC, a conference in which
our school competes in sports
tournaments). However, only
International Christian School
(ICS) in Hong Kong was able to
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attend given the late notice of the event. Despite the short notice, Taic-
hung campus orchestra director, Nick Brown, was able to invite respected
and well-known musicians, Dr. Cheng Ming (Michael) Tang and several
on-island professional musicians to coach and play with student musicians
from Morrison and ICS.

During the three-day event, students were engaged in various rehears-

als, sight-seeing around Taichung, and building relationships with other
students. As one student described it, “It was intense.” Two to three hour
rehearsals, two to three times a day, were scheduled. Because students were
part of quartets and a mass orchestra, there were different rehearsal groups.
Participants could spend as much as six or seven hours a day in rehearsal. A
Morrison grade 12 student that participated, Esther Wang, shared, “It was
surprising how much practice you could fit in a day and how much it can
actually help.” The rehearsals with the different groups allowed students

to interact with different musicians and to learn to play with those with
whom they don’t normally play. Another Morrison student, Emily Shen
(Grade 11) shared that it was an opportunity not only to meet people,
“but it was [also] nice playing music with different students, teachers, and
conductors because it changed up the atmosphere.” It was a learning expe-
rience as students had to collaborate with strangers!

Even with such a short event, there is a mountain of logistics! Mr. Brown,
along with Ms. Melody Faris, the Taichung Choral Director, had to or-
ganize homestays for the visiting students as well as coordinate meals and
transportation. One of the challenges of the planning process is the use of
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practice spaces. With space already full for the performing arts on a regular
basis, it was difficult to carve out extra space to accommodate five different
quartets.

Although the festival was the first of its kind, Mr. Brown is excited for
the potential it has. The various music ensembles will be held alternate
years (choral and orches-
tra). Since the Honor
Choir Festival was held
this spring the next string
music festival rotation will
be held next year, 2014-
2015, at Morrison. These
musical festivals allow the
participants to collaborate
and experience playing
with professional musi-
cians. Opportunities like
this encourage students to
continue to persevere in
practice, making them fine
musicians. |l
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News on Construction
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%)rrison Academy Kaohsiung is currently undergoing tremendous
change. After years of dreaming by many in the community, MAK

is building a high school! The school is taking a phased approach and has
introduced 10th grade this year and will introduce a new grade each year
culminating in the first MAK graduating class in May of 2016. With these
program changes, facilities became a major focus and currently a new high
school wing is being constructed. Some government permit obstacles have
caused slight delays, but currently we are on target to complete the build-
ing soon after school resumes this Fall (2014).

Morrison Taichung is also going through tremendous change. The track,
soccer field, and swimming pool will need to be relocated when the city’s
urban plan slices off some land on the east side of the campus. Assuming
the community gets behind the capital campaign, the plan is to begin
construction work in November 2014, after soccer and swimming seasons.
The construction plan coincides with the city rezoning plans as these plans
start to directly impact our campus perimeter.

While this Taichung urban plan could be viewed as an obstacle, the
Morrison Board, staff, and students are choosing to use this as an
opportunity for updating and enhancing these 45-year-old facilities. The
total impact to the school system will be substantial with costs estimated at
around NT$ 70,000,000. Morrison is praying and trusting that everyone
will get involved in the enhancement project.
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The Taipei campus has been crammed into a
5,500 square meter property with no grass or
trees for the past 30 years. The Board of Trustees
has been diligently exploring other properties

so that the school can add grades ten through
twelve. Currently, two very promising lease
properties are being explored. Either pieces of
property would be large enough to accommo-
date kindergarten through grade 12 as well as a
full-size soccer field, parking for parents, and safe
drop off zone. As anybody familiar with Taipei
knows, property is in high demand, so we are
trusting God for the property and money to pro-
vide for the families Morrison serves in Taipei.

In the last five years Morrison has been blessed
with over NT$450 million in new buildings in
Taichung and Kaohsiung. With God’s help and
your continued support, we will be able to enjoy
the complete upgrade of all the facilities on all
three campuses. W
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